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Development support from countries beyond the members of the Development Assistance 
Committee (DAC) is rising and, in some cases, exceeds the contributions made by individual DAC 
members (see Figure 1). The OECD’s DAC Global Relations Strategy (OECD 2011), recognises this changing 
landscape and aims to enrich policy dialogue and knowledge-sharing on development co-operation. The 
specialized networks (subsidiary bodies) of the DAC – including the Evaluation Network – are expected to 
engage others in their work.1  
 
In November 2012, the OECD Secretary-General and the DAC Chair wrote to the (then) 11 non-DAC OECD 
member countries to encourage them to consider joining the DAC. Since then, two countries have joined 
the DAC: Iceland on 14 March 2013 and the Czech Republic on 14 May 2013. There have also been 
discussions between the Secretariat and Slovenia, the Slovak Republic, Poland and Turkey on issues 
related to their possible accession to the DAC. Slovenia may apply to join the Committee before the end 
of 2013.  
 
Special reviews of some of these countries have shown that evaluation is a key area of concern, not least 
because having an evaluation system is one of the three criteria (together with having an acceptable 
effort in terms of ODA volume and appropriate strategies, policies and institutional frameworks) for 
becoming a DAC member. Several of these countries have asked the Secretariat for specific support on 
setting up their evaluation system for development co-operation; support is being provided on a 
demand-driven basis. Discussions are continuing with the remaining non-DAC OECD members (Chile, 
Estonia, Hungary, Israel and Mexico) as well. Efforts to collaborate more with non-OECD countries have 
also intensified, including work with major non-OECD economies (Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, and 
South Africa) and members of the Arab National and Regional Development Institutions Coordination 
Group. Find out more: www.oecd.org/dac/dac-global-relations 
 
The Network on Development Evaluation has decided to prioritise co-operation with other bilateral 
providers of development co-operation that share an interest in mutual learning in the area of 
development evaluation. In addition to new DAC members, the group has recently collaborated with the 
United Arab Emirates Office for Co-ordination of Foreign Aid.2 Network members have a unique collective 
competence in managing and delivering evaluations, and in the set-up of evaluation systems. The 
Network can also learn from others about how evaluation challenges are met in development agencies 
elsewhere and identify opportunities for collaboration.  
  
Discussion questions:  

1. Are you currently involved in (bilateral) co-operation on evaluation with any other providers of 
development assistance? Do you have lessons or experiences to share with the group?  

2. What specific types of support would you be willing to provide to new (potential) DAC members, 
for example, having someone participate in an overserver in one of your evaluations, or serving 
as “buddy” to a new member to help respond to their questions, or inviting their staff to internal 
training sessions.?  

3. What do you see as the role of Evaluation Network and its members in working with other 
providers of development assistance?  

                                                      
1
 The DAC Mandate 2011-2015 [DCD/DAC(2010)34/FINAL] states that “OECD countries that are not Members of the 

DAC are entitled to participate in all meetings of the DAC and its Subsidiary Bodies in areas of mutual interest”. 
2
 Non-OECD countries, , can become DAC ”Associates”, which have essentially all of the same privileges and 

responsibilities as a full member (minus voting) including participation in subsidiary bodies. 

http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/60/5/49102914.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dac/dac-global-relations
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Figure 1. Countries' gross ODA in 2010 
(Current USD billion) 

 
 

 


